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The International Coalition of Sites of Conscience is a global network of historic sites, museums, and
memory initiativs connecting past struggles to today’s movements for human rights and social justice.

LWM Bangladesh is a member of the International Coalition of Sites of Conscience.
ICSC Statement on the Crisis in Gaza

To Members of the International
Coalition of Sites of Conscience,

What we are witnessing today in Gaza
is a moral failure and a humanitarian
disaster that will plunge the world into
deeper polarization and renewed cycles of
violence.

In just over six weeks more than 12,000
thousand civilians have been killed in
Gaza, including 5,000 children. Thousands
are severely injured, unable to receive the
medical care they need, and many more
remain under rubble in need of rescue.
Patients, including premature babies, are
dying in hospitals where basic medical
care can no longer be provided because of
Israel’s blockade and attacks on hospitals.
And thousands of families are desperately
awaiting news of loved ones who have
been missing, abducted or killed.

Over a month into this humanitarian
disaster, the world has failed to stop what
amounts to war crimes and crimes against

humanity according to the United Nations
and prominent international human rights
organizations, as many turn a blind eye,
or in some cases, actively support Israel’s
escalation of violence.

The normalization of conflict and death, the
absence of empathy and the prioritization
of certain lives over others is a failure of
our shared humanity and our promise of
“Never Again.”

Since its founding in 1999, the
International Coalition of Sites of
Conscience (ICSC) has learned critical
lessons from dealing with conflict in
different contexts around the world-the
most relevant in this context being:

1. Violence never results in peace and
security.

Violence, be it structural or active, never
results in or restores peace and security.
Violence only breeds more violence,
reduces empathy and compassion for the
other and prevents warring factions from

participating in a dialogue.
Israel’s ongoing attacks against Gaza’s
civilian population in the name of self-
defense is not only unlawful, but is
contributing to global instability and
fueling new cycles of violence, as we are
already seeing in the growing number of
anti-Arab, Islamophobic and antisemitic
acts around the world.

The International Coalition of Sites of

Conscience calls for:

e A total and immediate ceasefire;

e The provision of desperately needed
humanitarian aid for the people of
Gaza;

e The release of all Palestinians
arbitrarily detained in Israeli prisons

e The release of all Israelis held hostage
by Hamas; and

e The right of both Palestinians and
Israelis to enjoy equal rights.
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